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bounding the fissure is also necessary. Let A and B
stand for the two ends of the fissure, then the tension
may be created by drawing these two points (A and B)
simultaneously apart; this is the method adopted in the
experiment just described. The same result would, how-
ever, be equally well attained if one of the two points
(e.g. B) were fixed, and the other point (A) drawn away
from it. Two conditions must, however, be fulfilled before
B can be so fixed; in the first place, it must be so fixed
as to offer resistance to the tension exercised upon A,
and secondly so as to be held at a constant distance from
the base of the wedge.

The apparatus here described illustrates exactly the
tone-producing apparatus of the larynx, and we have
now only to discover how these fundamental laws of its
construction are carried out.

The sac formed of elastic tissue, which projects
beyond the upper end of the windpipe, represents the
indiarubber tube of the above apparatus ; it must, there-
fore, fulfil all those conditions which rendered the pro-
duction of tone possible by the indiarubber tube.

The first of these conditions is the fixation of the base
of the membranous wedge, and this, together with the
second condition of the fixation of one end of the fissure, is
accomplished by a single piece of cartilage, namely, by the
cricoid cartilage. This cartilage presents the appearance
of a perfectly closed ring, and is attached to the upper-
most ring of the windpipe in the same manner as the
rings are united to each other; being, however, in the
form of a perfect ring, its posterior portion must rest
upon the membranous posterior wall of the windpipe, of
which it forms the upper termination, being attached to
it by its lower border. In this respect, therefore, it forms
a continuation of the windpipe. The lower border of the